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That Chunk of Sputnik 


After a series of bright. meteorlike ob- 
jects had shone in Middle Western skies, 
and COps picked up a 20-lb. piec e of hot 
steel on a quiet Wisconsin street, word got 
out that a Soviet Sputnik had broken up 
above the U.S. The steel was rushed to 
the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observa- 
tory in Cambridge, Moss., where a 6-lb. 
piece was cut off. The rest went to Los 
Alamos Scientific Laboratery in New 
Mexico to be tested for radioactivity. Last 


skeptic: 


who had ali a long suspect- 
ed a hoax, got an official disappointment: 
the steel really came from a Sputnik. 

First report was from Los Alamos. Ra- 
dintion Expert Dr. Ernest C. Anderson 
reported that the object has the same sort 
of raciioact! +4 I 


week, 


rhat is shown bv natural 
iron meteorites. € ravs from distat 

ed some of its iron atoms 
to unstable manganese 54. which gives of 
radiation while it ts decaying to stable 
chromium s4. This is good prool that the 
object was part of a spacecraft that hac 
orbited for a long time above the 
phere, which stops most cosmic rays. The 
piece that fell on Manitowoc, Wis., prob- 
ably came from the breakup of Sputnik 
V, the five-ton Russian satellite that was 
launched on May 15, 1960 and disinte- 
grated Sept. 5. 1962. 

No one was sure what part of the Sput 
nik the chunk of steel came from. It is 
rough! lens-shaped. with one face smooth 
and the other covered with very rough 
steel that looks as if it had melted and 
then hardened zeain. This could have 
happened if the chunk moved white-hot 
threuzh the atnosphere with the smooth 
fuce lorward. “ing molten steel to flow 
to tive cooler rear side and sohdify there. 

Los Alamos experts do not want anyone 
to get the idea that metal which has been 
exposed to space is dangerously radivac- 
tive. The Sputnik chunk, they say is less 
radioactive than many kinds of granite 
and wholly harmless. Future satellite frag- 
ments can be sately gathered and sent to 
the proper authorities for analysis. 
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RUSSIANS REJECT 
CHUNK OF METAL. 
)FFERED BY 1S 


a i 
American Delegate Cite $ | 
rragment As Evidence Of 
Need For Agreement 


“DRAMATIC” MOVE |S HIT 


soviet Official Says Black. 
ened Steel Aimed At | 
Wrong Target Here | 


(Sy The Associated Press) 
UNITED NATIONS, Sept. 14.— 
The United States oifered the 
Poviet Union today a 14-ncund 
piece of blackened steel pre- 
surned by American scientists to 
have come cown as part of Sout-, 
nix [V after more than two years! 
in ouler space. The Soviet Union!) 
rejected it, saying it was aimed | 
at the wrong target here. 


U. S. Delegate Francis T. P. 
Plimpton showed the fragment to) 
the U. N, Committee on the 
Penceful Uses of Outer Space and 
Said it had fallen on a street in) 
Manitowoc, Wis., early on Sept. 5 


He said it was tangible evidence, 
a need for an international; 
agreement on paving for injurv 
or damage from objects launched 
into space. The United States is 
promoting such an agreement. 
Piimpton invited the Soviet Un- 
ion to name experts to examine } 
the fragment. He also said hed 
would be clad 3 turn it over to}! 
Soviet Delegate Platon D. Morn-|| 
zoy “now or at any time of his/| 
choosing.”’ | 
Insteacl of accepting the object. | 
Morozov said he did not know} 
‘‘wherher it belongs to the United! 
States or the Soviet Union.” He, 
accused Plimpton of using “dra- 
matic means. - to divert our’ 
attention from czreaf, important | 


a * @ 
F 


iSsi\jes etrcen as a Gaceciaration of; 


=. Ti ore | 

sreneral fegal principles on space 
©’. Oration. ak his 1S pens ULU-, 
rMiiGcreqd Ay 1 “OVvier iLO. 


But, he declared, “'This piece of} 


etal wh Scurativety cneake-r 
ing, ts being thrown at me by! 
Mr. Plimrton of the United States 
».. won't hit the tareet.”’ 

“IS. it felon my head or the 
’ { ‘ [ = iTV PT Lye wWror she eairt 
Morozov, “the results wW wuld: bie 
(ne some.” Hut he declared tre 


ror sequences of a radiation belt!) 
i space, like that created by ai 

& nigh altitude nuclear shot 
ast Suromer, were -li) times: 


Atier the meeting, Soviet Space; 
"xpert Anatoly A. Blagonravov| 
pected the chunk of metal,| 
miled sunt said nothing. Morozov’: 
waked out of the room without), 
looking it over. He tald a rae. 
porter the exhibit was ‘'a cir- 
cus trick intended to strengthen) 
the inhuman VW. 5S. position'’ 
sgainst the Soviet-propused dec-! 
iInntion, : 
Morozov declined to say) 
whether he eventually would ac- | 
ent the fragment. But he said) 
if the United States had a ciaim| 
“vainst the Soviet Union for) 
~eparation on its account, ‘“‘there|| 
are international procedures as 
submitting such things.” 
Piimpton, talking «ith reports| 
ers crowded around the frag. 


ment, said lightly that thej| 
wlanitowoe street department | 


might have a claim against the)! 
oviet Union for a hole in the || 
street but no claim had come) 
lo the State Denartment. He! 
wrapped the thing in cardboard! 
mnd took it back to the WU. 5.| 


| 
| 
about 10 
| 


ntission. 
‘The obdject is black, 
inches across and two inches 


thick and sharped like a small, 
roucd cake resting on a cushion 
of foam. 
Plimpton’s aids explained tha! | 
fhe foarnlike substance is ' 
fhat nad melted off the leading) 
end, flowed around to the back! 
end and congealed. The objecti| 
lad been cut Across one edge to) 
rhow that the inside is silvery’ 
metal. 
Plimpton told the commit-) 
tee the fallen chunk had! 
weighed 20 pounds but thej| 
Smithsonian <Astropvhysical Ob-| 
servatory in Cambridge, Mass... 
had cut off a six-pound piece for’ 
a sclentie anaiysis. | 
‘Analysis by. the- Smithsonian || 
Laboratory and four other lab-: 
ortories showed that it was of!| 
alloy steel and that it had been|) 
im outer space for a considerable |) 
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‘fortunately, the fra zinen i! 
ner2 on this table caused no}| 
serious damage on impact, but: 
the possibilities of harm are 
ey ident.’ 
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UNITED NATIONS. N. ¥ 


7 


sept. 14. — (AP) — The United 
‘states offered to the Soviet 
Union today a 1}-pound fragment 
if said came from Sputnik 4 and 
fanded in Menitoewoc, Wis.. jn 


‘c= i= | ae > iP ’ + 2 
r a. Carly Tio nine revi! ™%;, ri 


—= = 5 


Pe ee ge ee tee me |) U.S. Delegate Francis 7. P. 
oe ot oe a eat wR. ae ‘Plimpton made the offer at a 


‘meeting of the U.N. committee 

on peaceful uses of outer space. | 
Piimpton said the offer was a 

concrete gesture of real eco! 

operation in peaceful exploration 

of outer space. 

i The step caught Platon D.! 


iMorozov, the Soviet delegate, by 
‘surprise and he made no imme), 
diate move to accept the fraceli 
jment for study hy Soviet seien-| 
lists. Morozov had just concluded! 
‘jan attack on U.S, policy in the 
Outer space committee. : 


os 


, - 
* = 


% Oe ey 


“# 


—— 


TPs 


\fter The rm poatine . } 
ALLE] i}e meetmnzZ VAS ai|- 


journed, Morozov walked out of 
ithe committee room without aec- 
jcepting the fragment. 


He told a reporter he consid- 


ered the offer “a circus trick in- 
tended to strengthen the U.S. 
‘position’ against a  Soviet-orne} 


‘posed declaration of lecal prin. 
ciples on outer spe 2 explora. 
nen. 

| He declined to say whether he; 
would accept the chunk of metal 
eventually but added “If they} 
i(the United. States) want some! 
lreparations, there is an inter! 
|national procedure for subruitting! 
such things.”’ 

,; Informed of the Soviet com- 
nent, Plimpton said smiling. to! 
‘eporters that the Manitowoc! 
‘treet department mizht have a: 
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IS 17 PART OF SPUTNIK IV? 
Kenneth Gerers holds scorched fragment of metal found on street © - ince the object had mace’ a hole} 
Kennet | n the street. 
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| Metal ls Man-Mace, But There's No Trademark 
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